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While this was originally intended to be a quarterly publication, so
much has happened since last month, we just couldn’t wait another two
months to tell you about it!  We might go back to publishing only quarterly;
on the other hand, if all of our wonderful members keep up this much
excitement, a monthly report may just become the norm.

Collection Day

On the last Saturday of March, Unit members stood at the Safeway at
Corte Madera’s Town Center and braved weather that ranged from
sunshine to rain squalls and back again.  All day long they handed out
shopping lists of items our troops have asked for, provided info on the
American Legion Auxiliary and our Unit’s specific missions, encouraged kids
to write cards to the troops, and sold ready-made Hugs from Home kits for
$20 each.  At the end of the day, after a lot of goodwill, laughter and even a
few tears from shoppers who talked about their own experiences while
deployed, our Unit had collected enough food and toiletry items to pack
approximately 125 care packages and sold 40 Hugs from Home!
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Charter Presentation

The meeting of District 5 was held in Sonoma on March 27th.  Our
Unit was very pleased to be presented with our official Charter and
Membership Roll.  We were particularly honored that the presentation was
done by Department President Pilar S. Reyes.  Thank you to everyone at
the District and Department levels who has helped us get started and
welcomed us into the American Legion Auxiliary family

Spring Fling

While much attention is given to the brave men and women who are
currently serving our country, it’s important not to forget our veterans.  The
Units of the five Bay Area counties that comprise District 5 support the large
VA facility in Yountville.  In early April, the District put on its annual Spring
Fling at the VA Hospital there.  A large group of our members, along with a
good number of spouses, made the drive up to Yountville to bring some
cheer in the form of sandwiches, home-baked cookies, fresh fruit and other
treats.  While the house band played old familiar tunes, members of our
Unit chatted with and provided companionship to some of the veterans
there, and were rewarded with stories about long-ago adventures in the
service of our country.

Sewing Party

One of our ongoing projects is the making of cooling scarves for the
troops.  Now that the weather “over there” is starting to heat up, the heat
was on for us to get some scarves ready for shipping!  It took nine
members of the Unit just four hours to complete 127 scarves!  If you haven’t
come to one of our sewing parties, you don’t know what you’re missing.  No
sewing skills are required, just a sense of humor and the willingness to
spend a couple of hours having fun while doing something really
worthwhile.

Department President’s Special Project

During her term as Department President, Pilar S. Reyes has made
it her special project to support “Operation Comfort”.  This program
provides financial support to the families of OIF/OEF veterans who are at
the Palo Alto Poly Trauma Rehabilitation Center to recover from traumatic
brain injuries.  The funds might be used to pay for temporary lodging,
transportation, groceries, rental cars, and even child care.  Pilar is very
passionate in her support for this program, and Unit 179 was pleased to join
her by making a donation.  When the Commander of Post 179 learned of
the program and our plans to support it, he convinced the members of the
Post to make a matching donation!  Thanks, guys, and thank you to Pilar
for her leadership by example.

Contact Us

If you would like more
information about the

American Legion Auxiliary
and Unit 179, please visit

our web site at
www.ALAunit179.org

You can also email us at
info@ALAunit179.org or call

Jan Darmody at 
(415) 482-8241
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Cookies, Cookies and More Cookies!

In mid-April, we received a call from the Girl Scouts of Northern 
California, offering us a donation of cookies left over from their national 
sales effort.  Our answer was a resounding “You bet!!”  So a trip to Santa 
Rosa and two SUV loads later, we had an impressive pile built from 112 
cases of cookies!  Each case has 12 boxes, so that’s 1,344 boxes, or 
approximately 27,328 cookies.  Placed end to end, they wouldn’t quite 
reach the moon, but placed in a care package, they will definitely reach 
some deserving troops in Iraq and Afghanistan!  Thank you, Girl Scouts, 
for helping us send a very special treat to the troops.

Dragon Company, 3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment, COS KALSU, Iraq
(Look closely, they are holding boxes of Girl Scout cookies!)

Packing Party

Packing day is always a special day for us.  While organizing and 
sorting we think of where these boxes will eventually arrive, and our 
thanks, prayers, thoughts, and best wishes are quietly added to the food 
and toiletry items as we box them up.  And for this packing day, it wasn’t 
just spouses and friends who came to help…we also had the pleasure of 
welcoming members of the Rotary Club of Ignacio who came to join us for 
an afternoon of goodwill and fun.  Along with the items from our various 
collection activities, we were also able to include packets of coffee which 
were donated by Peet’s Coffee.  Another treasured addition was the cards 
and letters written by school children from Richmond.

After a whirlwind of activity, we had 144 care packages filled.  Each 
one had to be sealed, matched with  a completed customs form, and 
topped off with a mailing label and postage.  It’s a lot of work, but 
absolutely worth every bit of effort.  At the end of the day, we were 
physically tired but spiritually renewed by the knowledge that our 
packages were on their way, bringing a bit of home to those so far away.
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ALA Unit Meetings

ALA Unit 179 meets on
the first Wednesday of
every month from 6:30 to
8:00pm at The Log Cabin
in San Anselmo.  Anyone
interested is cordially
invited to attend.

The Log Cabin
120 Veterans Place
San Anselmo, CA

Cesar Chavez Elementary School

America SCORES is a program that integrates soccer, poetry, and
service-learning.  Teacher Elizabeth Bundschu-Mooney has been working
with the boys and girls at Richmond’s Cesar Chavez Elementary in an
after-school writing program for four years.  This year, the students chose
to write letters to the troops as their service project, and since beginning in
February they have written nearly 400 letters!  These letters are delivered
to Unit 179 for inclusion in our care packages.  We know from first  hand
reports that the letters mean a great deal to those who receive them, and
the students will have a lasting memory of their project and how the
soldiers they are writing to have served them and their country.  Many
thanks to Elizabeth and her wonderful group of students.

Special Angels

We encounter many generous and supportive people as we go
about the community, working the missions of the American Legion
Auxiliary.  But occasionally someone really stands out as a special angel.
Two such angels are Philip Snell and Bobbie Snyder.  Phil is President of
Rotary Club of Ignacio, and is responsible for getting the club to approve a
grant of $1,000 to our Unit, which paid the postage for more than 80 care
packages.  

Bobbie is a resident of San Francisco who collects hotel toiletry
items from several upscale hotels in the area.  Thanks to a large donation
from Bobbie, our  care packages have a wonderful collection of soaps,
shampoos, conditioners and lotions.  

Thank you to both Phil and Bobbie for really making a difference.

Thank You from the Troops

“The packages we have received have been fabulous and greatly
appreciated by everyone here.  We are so blessed to be the recipients of
such wonderful generosity by those who support us.  Without you, this
would surely be an unbearable experience.”  S. Ferguson, US Navy
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Facebook

We are now on Facebook!
Join us to keep up with
the latest happenings in

the Unit.


